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Step 3: Writing the DALN Analysis Essay 
 

Introduction  
 

A. How do you plan to open your essay and help readers get interested in your 
DALN research? Start with an interesting moment or reflection and explore 
how/why you got interested in exploring literacy narratives on the DALN. 

 
B. Share the “BIG” or “compelling” idea that you came to understand about literacy 

or literacy narratives through your analysis.  Provide a framework for your 
discussion of that idea, in-depth, using source material from the DALN.  Do this 
by: 
o Establishing a controlling idea for your essay that acknowledges general 

understandings of your issue (Most people think…) and then turn to make 
your central claim (…but I have come to understand…).  

o Following your controlling idea with a focus/structure statement. You don’t 
have to use these “formulas” in the final version of the essay, but they can 
help you clarify what it is you are trying to say. 

• In this essay I will…. (articulate your big or compelling idea/claim). For 
example, “In this essay, I will explore the experience of literacy as 
“struggle.” 

• Explain how you will explore that claim. For example, “First I will share 
excerpts from selection of the DALN that highlight literacy as a struggle 
in a variety of different ways. Second, I will discuss how the metaphor 
of literacy as struggle conflicts with a common assumption that literacy 
is just a “natural” outcome of schooling. Finally, I will explore my own 
experience with literacy as struggle in and out of school.” 
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Exploration and Analysis 
A. Support your BIG idea/understanding with specific moments from the narratives 

you listened to.  
o Select 2-4 compelling, interesting quotes from the narratives you selected to 

support your BIG idea. Cite them appropriately. 
 

o For each quote, write a minimum of two paragraphs introducing commenting 
on, analyzing, pointing out important features of, and expanding on the quote. 
Make sure that you articulate the connection between the quote and your BIG 
idea. If you cannot explain why the quote helps to make your argument and 
increase our understanding of what you have learned from the DALN 
analysis, drop it and find another example quote that does. 

Conclusion 
A. Explain what you understand now about different aspects of literacy that you had 

not thought much about before and what purpose you think literacy narratives 
might serve. Why do these stories matter?  

 
B. Discuss, in detail, why you think this BIG idea matters – respond to the question, 

“So what?”  
 
 
 
Floating Part of the Essay: 
Relate these stories and examples in some way to your own experience of literacy. 

o Throughout the essay make connections to your own experience and 
understanding of literacy. These are YOUR observations and interpretations – 
help us understand WHY you came to believe these things about literacy and 
literacies. 


